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INTERVIEW: BERNARD DUBOIS,
BRUSSELS-BASED ARCHITECT
WBA - A quick glance at your work shows us that your firm has
carried out the vast majority of its projects abroad. Is that a
conscious choice?

BD - Most of my projects to date are the result of private
orders. I happen to have some friends in cities such as Paris or
Milan who were soon asking me to carry out small projects for
them. Gradually, those projects expanded and gave rise to new
ones. This led to me working in China, for example, with retail
projects for the fashion label Nicolas Andreas Taralis. We've
done six of them now.

WBA - What is the common thread that guides you in your
choice of international projects?

BD- In general, I'm very interested in all types of projects on all
scales. The project comes about through the client, through his
or her intentions, openness and vision. It's very interesting
working with clients who, straight away, have a strong point of
view, but it's also interesting working with clients who prefer to
wait and see what we suggest to them. Generally, any project
comes about through an understanding with the business
owner, without whom the project wouldn't be possible, of
course. Collaboration is what creates the project and makes it
possible to propose different things each time, because every
client is different and every situation is different.

WBA - Do you work together with ?local? architectural firms on
your projects? Is it by choice or because it's impossible to work
any other way?

BD- Depending on the country and situation, I work with ?local
architects?. However, that definition is relative and varies from
one country to another. For example, for the projects in China,
the client's representative follows the progress of the work
directly with the general building contractors. It's the building
contractors that deals with all the legal documents needed for
the project (permission, fire safety regulations, etc.), because
Chinese legislation allows that. In Italy, on the other hand, a
surveyor can apply for planning permission, while an engineer
can take on the legal role of site coordinator. In France, for
small projects, I often work without a local architect. But if the
project is bigger, it's more practical to work with an architect,
who will take care of the administrative aspects of the project.
How often I visit the site also varies depending on the country. I
may hold site meetings in Paris once or several times a week,
very frequently in Milan too, while in China I see the site only a
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few times.

WBA - You were recently published for your Valextra projects in
Seoul, Paris and Milan?. Is it important to be published in order
to be recognised?

BD - We spend a lot of time designing and redesigning projects
and following construction works. This is often an
all-consuming process that revolves around the people involved
in the project. Once the work has been delivered, it's interesting
to be confronted with the opinions of others. Of course, the
primary acknowledgement comes from the client. Then,
publications allow us to share the work we've done to other
people than the ones involved in the design process.

WBA - What advice would you give to young practitioners
hoping to start an international career too?

BD - Most careers are built partly around choice, but also
mainly around opportunities, chance and encounters. I think it's
advisable to follow up those encounters and chances naturally
and not to try to force things in a direction that isn't natural. I
don't think that the most important thing is the place or
program of the projects, but rather the opportunity one has to
be able to carry out the best possible project starting from that
place and that program.
Bernard Dubois - Find out his profile
Publication
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