[image: image1.png]WB A

Wallonie-Bruxelles  Architectures




Lectures WBA "Istanbul/Brussels" at the Istanbul  Biennial of Design
Speakers file
On the 15th & 16th of November 2012, Wallonia-Brussels Architectures (WBA) presents two "Brussels-Istanbul" lecture-debate sessions within the framework of the first Istanbul Design Biennial .
These moments of exchange will shed new light on the WBA exhibition, , (Un)City – (Un)Real State of the (Un)Known, on show to the public at the Museum Istanbul Modern till the 12th of December 2012. The curator of this exhibition is Cédric Libert, in collaboration with a team of Belgian talents, consisting of graphic designers from Salutpublic and of architects, namely Adrien Verschuere and Sinan Logie and those of WRKHP Collectif.
These discussions organized and moderated by the architects Djamel Klouche, Cédric Libert and Sinan Logie focus on city's transformation processes, by confronting various ideas and approaches to contemporary metropolitan issues.
With the idea of approaching the urban matter through diverging, if not opposite, strategies (top-down vs bottom-up), the floor is given to a series of personalities who recently participated in the public debate, in Brussels or Istanbul, and each in their own way came up with a project for the city.

LECTURES
DAY 1: THURSDAY 15/11, 2PM-6 PM
2 PM: Welcoming words – Aurore Boraczek (WBA's Director)
2:05 PM: Introduction – Cédric Libert (Architect and teacher, curator of the exhibition, Brussels and Paris)
2.30 PM: Urban forms on a large scale – Bas Smets (Bureau Bas Smets, landscape architects and ISACF La Cambre, Brussels), Bertrand Terlinden (ISACF La Cambre, Brussels), Nicolas Firket (NFA, Brussels) and Dr Eda Yücesoy (Istanbul Sehir Universitesi, Istanbul)
4 PM: Break
4.30 PM: The participative approach – Thierry Decuypere (V+, Brussels), Pierre Blondel (Pierre Blondel Architectes, Brussels), François Schreuer (urbAgora, Liege) and Korhan Gümüs (Istanbul European Capital of Culture 2010, Istanbul)

DAY 2: FRIDAY 16/11, 2PM-6 PM
2 PM: Welcoming words – Chantal Dassonville (Director of the Architectural Cell of theWallonia-Brussels Federation)
2:05 PM: Governance – Olivier Bastin (Master Architect of the Brussels Capital Region, Founder of L'Escaut), Asu Aksoy (Istanbul Bilgi Universitesi and Co-curator of the Rotterdam Biennial, test-site Istanbul) and Dr Serif Sayin (Expert in Public Administration, Istanbul)
4 PM: Break
4.30 PM: Conclusion by Djamel Klouche (Architect-urban planner and teacher, AUC, Paris)

The lectures will be in French and Turkish, with interprets.
For more information please write to us at contact@wbarchitectures.be – www.wbarchitectures.be 
SPEAKERS
Asu Aksoy (TR)
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Career
Asu Aksoy teaches at İstanbul Bilgi University, Cultural management Department. Her work focuses on urban culture and change. She has led research projects on the cultural economy of Istanbul, and she was the curator of the Istanbul test site project for the 5th International Architecture Biennale Rotterdam, currently exhibited as part of the 1st Istanbul Design Biennale. 
Approach
For a Politics of Consequentiality

Istanbul is at a turning point. In the recent past, until the 1980s, the city was shaped by a governance model based on populist clientelism, involving the political distribution of urban rents to incoming migrants. From the 1980s onwards, in the context of accelerating globalization, policies aiming at instituting a cohesive system of city government and putting it on an less centralized basis  led to the formation of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality (1984), with more financial resources and planning rights. The focus of urban governance shifted towards the marketing of Istanbul for global investors. Meanwhile, squatter areas intensified through self-build mechanisms. This parallel urban trajectory (globalizing Istanbul and the development of squatter Istanbul) started to change with the political ascendance of the AKP to central government in 2002. The prerogative became to achieve globalization through formal structures, regulations and systemic interventions that would deal with the dual city phenomenon. What is referred to as ‘roll-out neo-liberalism’, backed by a powerful public-private alliance, instituted major real-estate development projects and cultural investments, changing the face and the culture of the city fundamentally. 

Yet, today, this happy consonance between local and central governments seems to have stalled. In the last couple of years, central government has been directly intervening in Istanbul’s governance, designing and operationalising large-scale infrastructural and real-estate projects that eclipse or marginalize existing local level decisions. There seems to be an urge to re-centralize decision making power and to enforce new regulations to shape urban development centrally. The central state seems to be indicating that the stakes are beyond the capacity of the metropolitan governance structure to handle and direct. Indeed, the agenda facing Istanbul today is total regeneration: the fact that the city awaits imminent earthquake disaster gives the needed momentum to this programme of overhaul. 

Faced with what amounts to a conquest of city spaces one by one, whereby the city’s historic legacy -its skyline, its built heritage, its public utilities, its urban fabric, its natural areas, and its public spaces - are all being reshaped and realigned in the image of a global city, Istanbul’s citizens increasingly share a deepening sense of inconsequentiality. There is now an underlying disposition of frustration, resentment and fatalism. This is the disturbed mood of those who should ideally be the co-producers of the city’s life, as they now find the nature and terms of such co-production ever more unequal, undesirable and stressful. The degree of unision of local and central governments and of the corporate sector in pursuing ‘conquest’of the city in the name of globalization and modernization is formidable for the citizens. What is more, the populist streak in urban policy is still operational, this time the benefits being  distributed via the market mechanism. The new governance style seeks popular support through the lure of urban rent: consensus is being sought through the supposedly win-win formula of the extension of building rights. 

In this context of surmounting marginality of citizens’ rights to the city, it is important to identify the soft underbelly of this new governance model. The main instrument of enlisting popular support –building rights – is threatened by the explosion of property bubble. The private-public sector alliance may be stretched to its limits under conditions of speculative investments and grand political projects.  Needless to say, out of these vulnerabilities – the cracks in the system –the citizens of Istanbul will have to figure out a politics of consequentiality. 

Contact : asua@bilgi.edu.tr
Oliver Bastin (BE)
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Career
Architect since 1983.
Designer for theatre and film. Founder, along with Micheline Hardy, actor, screenwriter and director, of L'Escaut Architectures: architecture workshop and cultural space organised as a cooperative since 2009.
Author and co-author of several significant architectural projects: The National Theatre in Brussels, the Museum of Photography in Charleroi (Belgium Building Award 2009), Victor Jara Cultural Centre in Soignies (Mies Van Der Rohe Award 2011), the Skate Park at the Square des Ursulines in Brussels (European Award for Public Space 2006 – Règles d’or d’urbanisme 2008), the “Cheval Noir” artist workshop-housing project in Brussels, the OTRO skateable sculpture designed by artist Koo Jeong Ha in Vassivière.

He has been teaching architecture workshops since 1994.
Master Architect of the Brussels Capital Region since 2009.
Approach
While both Istanbul and Brussels may appear imperfect in their urban forms, they are nevertheless the cradles of a vitality and of a cultural creativity underpinned by a social dynamic brought about by the socio-economic changes of the last century. As capital cities, both have a strong power of attraction over working populations belonging to the middle and upper classes, but also over the unemployed and immigrants facing real difficulties finding their place in society and weakened by the recent economic crises.
But while Istanbul can rely on Turkey’s high GDP growth rate, Brussels is the economic powerhouse of a country on the verge of recession and dissolution. Another major difference: the administrative boundaries of Brussels make this capital of Europe a region of just 160 km ², making its direct relations with its hinterland complex and difficult while the territory of Istanbul spreads out on both sides of the Bosporus and between two major seas.
What are the qualities of the respective creativities? What are the specific characteristics of fragmented urban approaches, hinged more around the local than the global?
Emerging from these wounds of the past, Brussels has learned to develop tools for urban revitalisation. It today faces major challenges related to its new growth.
Olivier Bastin’s presentation will describe the instruments adopted by the city to cope with these challenges. Can they inspire Istanbul?
Contact : OBastin@mrbc.irisnet.be
   Maître Architecte de Bruxelles : www.bmabru.be
 
   L’Escaut : www.escaut.org
Pierre Blondel (BE)
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Career
Born in 1956.

He completed his secondary education and architectural studies at the Jury Central. 
He worked as an architect in Morocco between 1978 and 1981 before moving to Brussels to pursue his career in 1985. 
He is involved in several, mainly social, housing projects and is a winner of several architecture competitions and prizes. He lectures at the U.L.B. (professor, head of a housing unit).
Approach
The insertion of reputedly “sensitive” programmes into existing districts which, each time, offers an opportunity to develop a specifically adapted pedagogy to explain the challenges of the projects in the field.

We have had the opportunity to come across these challenges in the course of projects that are part of district contracts and for the building of social housing in the rich districts of Brussels’ southern suburbs. 
The construction of a mosque by the Turkish Community on the outskirts of Liege is an example of this long process, which tries here to serve as a bridge between an immigrant community searching for its identity, an administrative and political power and the population of this industrial suburb that fears being taken over by immigrants. 
Contact : pblondel@skynet.be 
                 www.pblondel.be
Thierry Decuypere (BE)
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Career 

"A modest architect." A graduate of the Institut d’architecture Victor Horta in Brussels.

Founder of the architecture firm Bureau Vers plus de bien-être/V+ in 2000.
Teacher at the project workshop of the Faculty of Architecture of the Free University of Brussels since 2003.
Approach
Thierry Decuypere explains the concept of "Set Architecture" developed through his teaching and the material negotiation tools used by V + with its clients.

Contrary to conventional thinking, for him, the Bottom Up notion does not mean a form of restraint exercised by the architect with regard to his interlocutors, but rather a way of sharing his expertise. The role of the architect is not reduced to that of a simple intermediary to transpose the desire of the players, which would be a form of laziness at the summit of the Top Down, nor is it to expect the players to play at being architects. Rather, it is to reactivate among professionals and users a form of attention to the characteristics and requirements of the other. This requires the architect to come across as a partner who knows the merits and limits his practice. This also requires the players to overcome self-indulgent or conservative positions that often monopolise participation processes.
Contact : thierry@vplus.org
   www.vplus.org
Nicolas Firket (BE)
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Career
Born in Liège in 1975, he lives in Brussels where he has set up his architectural firm NFA.
After graduating from the I.S.A. La Cambre in 2001, he worked with Claude Parent on the representation of "urban utopia".
From 2001 to 2006, he joined the Office for Metropolitan Architecture in Rotterdam, where he was a Partner in charge of many urban projects and co-director of the AMO think-tank. He works in Milan, Berlin, Oslo, London, New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Tokyo, Shanghai, Belgrade and Moscow.
Having started with the competition for the NATO headquarters, he has been entrusted with a wide range of projects for Prada and contributes to work on the "Casa da Musica," the Porto opera house.
His passion for urban exploration means that he is involved, both via OMA and NFA, in several large-scale international planning competitions, such as the project to redevelop Les Halles in Paris, the White City Masterplan in London, the Loi urban plan for the regrouping of the European Commission in Brussels and the project to redevelop the Heysel Plateau in Brussels.
His architectural work focuses in particular on the modern villa (Villa Richter, Villa ARRA, villa Brusseleers ...)
He has taught as a visiting professor at the University of Delft (TU Delft) and conducted research at the Berlage Institute in Rotterdam on the theme of Energy and Cities.
Approach 
The talk by Nicolas Firket summarises his approach to the large-scale, addressing both the proposed theme (the palimpsest and morphology), and the methodological objectives of intercultural awareness, which are those he developed in his research in "Energy & Cities" when he taught at the Berlage Institute in 2007.
Contact  Nicolas@nfaoffice.com 
                 www.nfaoffice.com
Korhan Gümüs (TR)
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Career

Architect, radio programmer, writer.

After attending the « Fenerbahçe Nurettin Teksan İlköğretim Okulu » elementary school, the scientific section of the « St Joseph » High School, he graduated from the “Master Architecture Section” of the State Academy of Fine Arts. 

He has had articles published in periodicals such as « XXI », « Yapı », « Milliyet », « Milliyet Sanat Dergisi », « Cumhuriyet », « Bilim ve Teknik », « Radikal », « Taraf », « Zaman », « Toplum ve Bilim », « Birikim », and « İstanbul Dergisi ».

He was employed as the product development coordinator at « Şişecam » between 1982 and 1987, General Manager of « Makro Mekan Organizasyonları » between 1988 and 2000. He was a member of the hosting committee of the United Nation’s 2nd Habitat conference in 1996, and the founder of the « Human Settlements Association (İnsan Yerleşimleri Derneği) » in 1997. 

He has served as the director of Istanbul Bilgi University’s Center of Research Local on Administrations between 2000 and 2003, and was the founder of the Civil Coordination Center, Coordinator of Emergency dwellings between 1999 and 2000.

He as been the director of the rehabilitation project of the Galata district in 2001. He was Europa-Nostra Turkey’s Member of the Board of Directors, Member of the Executive Committee of the Foundation for the artistic promotion and research of Istanbul (İstanbul Sanat Tanıtım ve Araştırma Vakfı), the foundation for the economic and social History of Turkey (Türkiye Toplumsal ve Ekonomik Tarih Vakfı), of the Metropolitan Istanbul Branch of the Chamber of Architects (Mimarlar Odası İstanbul Büyükkent Şubesi), as well as «Istanbul 2010 Agency (İstanbul 2010 Ajansı). 

He is one of the producers of the "Metropolitika" program broadcast by the radio « Açık Radyo ».
Approach
Contact : krhngms@gmail.com 
Djamel Klouche (FR)
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Career 
Djamel Klouche is an architect and urban planner. Professor at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture de Versailles (France), he is the founder, along with Caroline Poulin and François Decoster of the AUC (agence d’architecture et d’urbanisme located in Paris).

Winner of the Nouveaux Albums de la Jeune Architecture, a prize awarded by the French Ministry of Culture (2002).
Winner of the Young Planners Awards, awarded by the French Ministry of Housing (2008).
Winner of the international consultation launched by the President of the French Republic on "Greater Paris" (2009).
Participated with 51N4E and BBS in Vision BRUXELLES 2040, on behalf of the Brussels Capital Region.
Curator of the AGORA Bordeaux Architecture and Urbanism Biennial in 2010, on the theme of "Millionaire Metropolises".
Recently participated in the international consultation launched by GENPLAN MOSCOW CITY for a strategic reflection on Greater Moscow and the integration of the annexed territories into Moscow’s metropolitan policy;

Currently working on numerous projects related to Greater Paris, such as the "Creation Cluster" on the territory of Plaine Commune around the future metropolitan hub in Pleyel.
Within the AUC, he heads up several architectural project management contracts.
Approach 
Along with Cédric Libert and Sinan Logie, Djamel Klouche moderates the round tables organised within the framework of the Biennial by Wallonie-Bruxelles Architectures. He will summarise the presentations and discussions and put them into perspective in the light of certain projects on which he is working through the agency AUC, namely:
· The "Greater Paris" project 
· The example of "Greater Moscow"
· The "Brussels 2040" vision.
Contact : d.klouche@laucparis.com 
Cedric Libert (BE)
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Career
Cédric Libert is a Belgian architect graduated from ISALL in Liège and the Architectural Association in London. 
He worked for Zaha Hadid Architects among others, before settling a double-bind approach of the architectural realm – leading the collective practice Anorak in Brussels (2005-2010) and developing a cultural approach of architecture through teaching activities and those of independent curator. 
Besides a regular guest critic position at the Architectural Association London, UFRJ Rio de Janeiro, ENSA Marseille, RWTH Aachen or the Academie van Bouwkunst Maastricht, he has taught at ISA St-Luc Liège, ISACF la Cambre Bruxelles and l’Ecole d’Architecture de l’Université Laval in Québec, as a Visiting Professor. 
He is currently Associate Professor at l’Ecole Spéciale d’Architecture in Paris and Maitre-Assistant Associé at ENSA Versailles.

Approach
Brussels' urban form consists of a series of projects – whose readability in the current plan varies from one case to another – resulting from visions for the city that were rolled out over time. We can see that recent years have mainly seen the emergence of two movements: one is linked to the question of the city governed by its layout and the understanding of elements that can be “objectivised” - urban forms on a grand scale, while the other is geared more towards a conception of the city that puts the emphasis on local amenities and public uses - a participatory approach. The aim is to cover every angle of the debate. It may be futile to continue to oppose these two visions exclusively from one another while it may however be useful to address urban issues through the use of contrasting conceptual tools.
Contact : cedric@anorak.be 
Sinan Logie (BE)
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Career
Sinan Logie has spent his childhood between Brussels and Ankara, allowing him to perfectly integrate both cultures.
 In 1998, after his Architecture Studies at Institut Superieur d’Architecture Victor Horta in Brussels, Sinan started his collaboration with one of Belgium’s most progressive architecture office: L’Escaut, led by Olivier Bastin, actual Master Architect of the Brussels Governement. 
Since 2005, Sinan has developed his personal architectural approach through various projects in Belgium and Turkey. His project, in partnership with l’Escaut, for the ‘’Square des Ursulines’’ in Brussels has been awarded by the Brussels Chamber of Urbanism (Règle d’or de l’Urbanisme) in 2007. In 2011, Sinan moved to Istanbul, where he is following his architectural and artistic researches with Plan A architecture.

Approach
As co-moderator with Cédric Libert and Djamel Klouche, Sinan Logie will focus on the establishment of dialogue regarding the process of urbanization in Istanbul and Brussels, based on his knowledge of both contexts. 
Contact : sinan.logie@gmail.com 

   http://issuu.com/planaarchitecture/docs/plana 

Serif Sayin (TR)
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Career

Şerif Sayın is a public administration specialist. He is originally from Istanbul. 

Over the latest 20 years, he participated in public reformation projects organized by international corporations in 22 countries. He contributed to the implementation of international standards related to the management of public expenses.
Occasionally, he works in Ankara. He presents his advice related to the functioning of the state to the public through articles and reports. During the spring sessions he teaches “Public Expenses” at the Sabancı University. 

 Approach
In his submission Şerif Sayın will describe Turkey as being a Democratic Rent Republic, summarize the actors of such an image as well as their intentions and present the background necessary to understand any state intervention in Turkey. 

 Contact : serifsayin@yahoo.com 
François Schreuer (BE)
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Career
Urban activist, born in 1981, graduated in Economic and Social Ethics from the UCL (Université Catholique de Louvain), lives in Liège (Belgium).
Former president of the Federation of French-speaking Students (FEF), the main student organisation of the French-speaking part of Belgium.
Founder, former president and current coordinator of the not-for-profit association urbAgora.
Co-founder of the "Liege 2015" movement in favour of Liege’s candidacy for the title of "European Capital of Culture" and an urban cultural project.

Councillor in the city of Liege, elected during the municipal elections of October 2012.
Approach
François Schreuer presents the work of the urbAgora association, which today boasts around a hundred members. It was founded in March 2008 by some twenty people concerned with the urban development of Liège.
It aims to feed the public debate on issues related to urban planning, mobility and land use in the city of Liège. It sets out to be an open and pluralistic place of reflection, information, exchanges of points of view and suggestions.
The association promotes the balance of urban functions and the metropolitan function of Liège. Aware of the profound social implications of urban choices, it promotes an urban development based on a mix of functions and the integration of all in the life of the city, as well as the involvement of citizens in public decisions.
Contact : francois.schreuer@urbagora.be 

                  urbagora.be
Bas Smets (BE)
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Career

Bas Smets is an engineer, architect and landscape designer. He holds a Master of Architecture and Civil Engineering from the UCL (Université Catholique de Louvain) and a Master’s in Landscaping from the University of Geneva. He teaches at the La Cambre school of architecture in Brussels and the Ecole Spéciale d'Architecture in Paris.
He specialises in landscape design and the creation of public spaces.
He set up his office in Brussels in 2007.

Bas Smets Bureau today employs 15 landscape architects, engineers and architects and is involved in over 50 projects in 8 countries.
In 2009, Bas Smets was chosen for the design and creation of the Parc des Ateliers in Arles (France), where he worked in cooperation with Frank Gehry, commissioned to design a new cultural centre for artistic production.
Bas Smets is the 2007-2008 winner of the Nouveaux Albums des Jeunes Architectes et des Paysagistes prize awarded by the French government.
Approach
The quality of a site depends on its interaction with the territory. This interaction is never a matter of chance, it is always constructed. Old Rome was organised around seven hills. The boulevards of Paris play with the topography of the valley of the Seine. And even the skyscrapers of New York are a response to the geographical position of Manhattan, a peninsula surrounded by water. Each of these cities provides benchmarks that meet the animal instinct of man to want to position themselves in the territory. The territorial anchoring offers this 'landmark', which will then determine how people perceive the city.
The city of Istanbul is strongly characterised by its territory. The peninsula of Sultanahmet, the Bosporus, the Golden Horn and Galata hill are all strong features that preceded their urbanisation. Today the city is experiencing unprecedented growth. These previously natural features can become metropolitan forms capable of anchoring the city in its territory. This presentation is based on a careful reading of the territory, and will reveal an exemplary landscape, which serves as a reference for shaping the existing landscape.
Contact  bas@bassmets.be 

  www.bassmets.be
Bertrand Terlinden (BE)
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Career
Born in Brussels in 1965, the architect graduated from the School of Architecture of La Cambre in Brussels in 1988.

PhD in architectural composition from the University Institute of Architecture in Venice (Italy) - 8th cycle - under the direction of Professor Architect Giorgio GRASSI (Milan) from 1992 to 1996.

Has taught since 1996 at the School of Architecture of La Cambre Brussels - today "Faculty of Architecture of the Université Libre de Bruxelles" (ULB).
Ordinary teaching assignments: runs the 2nd year urban analysis course (morphology of human settlement), associated with the teaching unit of the "land of architecture" project (with Victor Brunfaut and Graziella Vella).

Extraordinary teaching assignments: participation in the continuous training cycle for architects in the Democratic Republic of Congo – ad hoc teaching of the architectural project in Tetouan (Morocco) - lectures and participates in conferences and seminars.

Has been working as an architect in Brussels since 1988 (projects in Italy, Belgium and DR Congo).
Publications online at http://www.bertrandterlindeninarchitecture.wordpress.com
Approach
The talk by Bertrand Terlinden is part of the "large-scale urban forms" cycle.

At scales where architecture is still considered alive (that is to say, at the scale of a clearly demarcated and preferably isolated building) it is today rare to consider the project as a moment of critical development of a collectively recognised established fact. This finding may be explained by the liberal intellectual environment in which the architect trains and exercises the profession (the avant-garde “tradition” and its experimentalist-individualist-continuously-refounding tendency)
At scales where the architecture is now definitely dead (at wider levels of configuration, which we can call "urban" or "territorial"), where urban planning, territorial management and - perhaps - landscaping are now masters of the game, trying to identify the fixed points of a constructive syntax, of an architecture, a shared cultural project, is nothing short of madness.
And yet it is this madness that his workshop has been pursuing over the past fifteen years, alongside more fragmentary projects. Recognising the island formed by Brussels as the national capital, the suburbs or the entire map of Brussels as the national capital as architectural forms, and daring to consider - beyond any nostalgic "decorativism" – a revival of the experience of these forms via the test of the project: it is this approach that Bertrand Terlinden will develop and illustrate with examples taken from the production of his workshop.
Contact : bertrand.terlinden@gmail.com 
Dr. Eda Ünlü-Yücesoy (TR) 
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Career 
Assistant Professor of Sociology and Researcher in the Centre for Urban Studies in Istanbul Şehir University. She is an urban planner and social geographer with B. Sc. and M. Sc. degrees from Middle East Technical University and Ph. D. from Utrecht University. Her research and publications have focused on urban history, planning, public space, spatial relations, social and economic geography, and spatial transformation. 

As a post-doc, she worked at the Graduate Program in Architectural Design at Istanbul Bilgi University, where she also co-curated the exhibition entitled “Istanbul 1910-2010: The City, Built Environment and Architectural Culture”, funded by Istanbul 2010, European Capital of Culture Agency. She received TUBİTAK Career Award in 2011, her research on the commercial geography of Istanbul, titled “Workplaces in Istanbul: continuity and change in metropolitan central business district in the period 1900-2011”. 
Approach 
The lecture will start from the approach of the representation of the urban environment as an interface between the global and the local and discuss the urban development experienced by Istanbul within the processes of the building environment, the articulation to urban environment and dissolution as well as the historical-spatial process.

Contact : edayucesoy@gmail.com 
ORGANIZERS
Aurore Boraczek (BE)
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Aurore Boraczek graduated in Romance languages and literature in 1997. She started her career as a junior lecturer in the sociology of literature at the University of Liege, focusing her research in particular on the links between literature and architecture. After stints at various Ministries, within the Federal Government and within that of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation, she joined the civil service in 2005. 
Entrusted with the international promotion of Belgium’s cultural industries, since 2010, she has been heading up Wallonie-Bruxelles Architectures, an agency that ensures the international promotion of the architectural practices and architecture of the French-speaking Community Wallonia-Brussels.
Contact : a.boraczek@wbarchitectures.be  

                  www.wbarchitectures.be 

Chantal Dassonville (BE)
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Architect, graduated from the ISA St Luc-Brussels in 1980. Started working for the French-speaking Community of Belgium in 1985, she was responsible for more than 20 years for investments in cultural facilities, then, again as manager, for the entire property portfolio of the French-speaking Community, today known as the Wallonia-Brussels Federation. She is currently in charge of the Architecture Unit, which organises and manages architecture contracts for the Ministry and local communities, and is responsible for the cultural promotion and dissemination of contemporary architecture in the French speaking part of the country.
Curator of the Belgian Pavilion at the International Architecture Biennale in Venice in 1996, along with Maurizio Cohen, she is also director of the "VISIONS / Architectures public" collection and published Architectures Wallonie-Bruxelles 2005-2010 Inventaires in partnership with Wallonia- Brussels International in 2010. In early 2012, the Architecture Unit launched the “Practical Guide to architectural markets" for local authorities.

Contact : chantal.dassonville@cfwb.be
                 http://www.infrastructures.cfwb.be/index.php?id=100 
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