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Architecture round table on the Belgian Pavilion 

at the EXPO MILANO - 23 June 2015 (2.30-5 p.m.)

TOPIC
Belgian architecture invited to the Belgian Pavilion of the World Expo in Milan

"Architectural heritage in spare parts: how to make good use of the functional and valuable components of modern buildings slated for demolition?"

The Round Table organised by Rotor and Wallonie-Bruxelles Architectures (WBA) will hear the opinions of Belgian and Italian experts on the issue of salvaging valuable elements from recent buildings slated for demolition.

Recent architectural heritage (20th century) is not immune to the vicissitudes of time. Its aging often leads to demolitions or far-reaching renovations (upgrades for the sake of security, comfort, functionality, energy efficiency, etc.). During such operations, many components are thrown on the scrapheap, despite still being functional, sound and potentially reusable. Gradually, voices are calling out for the need to seriously consider the idea of reusing these elements, not only marginally, but also at a larger scale, in the case of public buildings or in difficult contexts. Even if the obstacles are many, the arguments in favour of reusing construction materials are building up.

The idea is underpinned by three types of motivations:

First of all, the environmental motivation. Reuse makes it possible, on the one hand, to reduce the mass of demolition waste, and, secondly, to generate materials with a virtually zero environmental impact (CO2 emissions and other pollutants, resource depletion, etc.).

Secondly, the heritage-related motivations. Even if they no longer represent the integrity of the original building, the dismantled elements and materials are often impossible to reproduce and reflect on another scale the talents of their creators, the quality of the craftsmanship or the industrial tools that produced them.

Thirdly, and finally, the social motivations. The tasks of dismantling, restoring and reintegrating these elements into new projects have the potential to generate local jobs requiring various levels of qualification.

During the round table, the 9 experts will exchange their points of view both on the arguments in favour of and on the obstacles to the reuse practices in the construction sector. Theoretical issues will be addressed, but also practical questions, such as:

- How to identify the architectural elements suitable for reuse in a building slated for far-reaching renovation or demolition?

- How to organise their extraction?

- What are the operations to be performed on these materials to make them suitable for resale?

- Who are the economic actors who can take on this type of activity?

- What are the methods, both practical and "artistic" for the reimplementation of elements sourced from demolished buildings?

During the discussion, the 9 round table participants will present a series of case studies drawn from their own professional practice or that of others. Each of these project presentations will illustrate a specific statement.

Contacts:

Rotor:
Lionel Devlieger

lionel.rotor@gmail.com
 
 + 32 486 382 800

WBA: 
Aurore Boraczek 
contact@wbarchitectures.be
 + 32 473 442 182

Site: www.wbarchitectures.be 

SPEAKERS
Moderator
• Lionel Devlieger, architect, member of Rotor, Brussels
Speakers 

• Olivier Bastin, architect with L’Escaut Brussels, former Master Architect of the Brussels Region
• Maurizio Cohen, architect, lecturer at the faculties of architecture of the ULB (Brussels) and the ULg (Liège), member of the board of Docomomo Belgique 
• Maarten Gielen, member of Rotor, Brussels 

• Jean-Philippe Possoz, architect at the Alain Richard workshop Liège, lecturer at the faculties of architecture of the ULg
• Gennaro Postiglione, architect, professor at the architecture and planning department of the Politecnico di Milano 

• Matteo Robiglio, architect with RA architetti Turin, professor at the architecture and design department of the Politecnico di Torino
• Isabelle Toussaint, architect with TRA architetti Turin, specialist in the conservation and restoration of heritage 
• Roberto Zancan, architect and landscape architect, journalist 
PROFILES OF THE SPEAKERS
Lionel Devlieger (BE) is an engineer-architect and doctor of architectural history. He founded the association Rotor in 2005 with Maarten Gielen and Tristan Boniver. He was involved in the Usus/Usures exhibitions for the Venice Architecture Biennale, 2010 and OMA/Progress (2011) at the Barbican Art Gallery in London. He was curator, with Maarten Gielen, of the Oslo Architecture Triennale (2013) and editor of the resulting Behind the Green Door catalogue (2014). As a member of Rotor, in 2015 he was a recipient of the Global Award for Sustainable Architecture. Lionel Devlieger has taught architecture at the University of Ghent (BE), the University of Virginia (USA), the University of California, Berkeley (USA) and at the Sandberg Instituut (NL).

Contact: lionel.rotor@gmail.com

Website: www.rotordb.org

Oliver Bastin (BE) has been an architect since 1983. A set designer for the theatre and cinema, he is the joint founder with Micheline Hardy of L'Escaut Architectures. This is an architecture workshop and a cultural space organised as a cooperative since 2009. He is the author and co-author of several significant architectural projects such as the National Theatre in Brussels, the Museum of Photography in Charleroi (Belgium Building Award 2009), the Victor Jara Cultural Hall in Soignies (Mies van der Rohe Award 2011), the Skateboard Park at Square des Ursulines in Brussels (European Award for Public Space 2006 – Règles d’or d’urbanisme 2008), the “Cheval noir” housing-workshops for artists in Brussels and the skatable sculpture OTRO designed by artist Koo Jeong Ha in Vassivière. He has also been teaching architecture workshops since 1994 and was Master Architect of the Brussels Capital Region between 2009 and 2014 (www.bmabru.be).

Contact: Olivier@escaut.org

Website: www.escaut.org

Maurizio Cohen (IT) is a licensed architect at the Politecnico di Milano. Practitioner, journalist, critic and curator, he teaches at the University Faculties of Brussels (University of Brussels - La Cambre - Horta) Liège (University of Liège). He is the author of several books on modern and contemporary architecture in Belgium and contributes regularly to the specialist Belgian and international press. He is also member of the Board of Docomomo Belgium.

Contact: mauriziocohen@skynet.be

Website: www.docomomo.be

Maarten Gielen (BE) founded Rotor in 2005 with Tristan Boniver and Lionel Devlieger. He has been involved in Rotor’s major exhibition and design projects ever since. He was curator, along with Lionel Devlieger, of the Oslo Architecture Triennale (2013). In 2014 Maarten Gielen coordinated in collaboration with Lionel Billiet and Renaud Haerlingen, the establishment of Rotor Deconstruction, an autonomous entity within Rotor (designed as a cooperative company) that takes care of the dismantling and resale of valuable elements sourced from buildings slated for demolition. In 2015, Maarten Gielen received the Global Award for Sustainable Architecture and the Rotterdam Maaskantprijs. He currently teaches at the Geneva University of Art and Design.

Contact: rotorasbl@gmail.com

Website: www.rotordb.org

Jean-Philippe Possoz (BE) is an architect who trained at the Higher Institute of Architecture Saint Luc Brussels (1996) before co-founding ARJM in Brussels (Charles Duyver prize in 2002 for Boechout Public Library) and working as an intern architect with Peter Hebbelinck and Alain Richard. He then left Belgium for Iceland. Holder of a DEA in 2002 in architecture and sustainable development (EPFL-EAT-UCL), he continued his practice in Liege, resuming his collaboration with architect Alain Richard within the company aa-ar. This collaboration has seen the emergence of a number of public and private projects in Wallonia and Brussels. Since 2007 he teaches project workshops at the architecture faculties of the University of Liege. In 2014, he set up a design & build workshop based on economy of means.

Contact: jp.possoz@gmail.com

Website: www.aa-ar.be

Gennaro Postiglione (IT) is an architect and professor at the Department of Architecture and Urban Planning of the Politecnico di Milano. His research focuses mainly on domestic interiors, museography and the preservation and dissemination of collective memory, while his research activity through design is centred on adaptive reutilization and promotion of neglected heritage, including heritage arising from conflicts. His main concern is to devise sustainable reactivation strategies that highlight the importance between collective memory and cultural identity, and that put architectural resources at the service of the public interest. Since 2006 he is also responsible for IFW Interior World Forum, an academic network and web platform dedicated to research.

Contact: gennaro.postiglione@polimi.it

Website: www.lablog.org.uk

Robiglio Matteo (IT) architect since 1991 and co-founder of the agency Avventura Urbana (1992). He is professor of architecture and urban planning at the Politecnico di Torino and member of the board of the architecture doctorate. Since 2004 he has been running the project unit sustainability and innovation of constructive systems and special techniques. He is coordinator of research and doctoral theses on the redevelopment of large metropolitan areas in China, Africa, South America and the United States. In 2011 he founded with Isabelle Toussaint the agency TRA_Architettura Condivisa. He writes regularly in the specialised Belgian and international press on matters of renovation and reutilisation after adaptation (adaptive re-use). He founded in 2014, along with Isabelle Toussaint and Marco Tabbia, the start-up specialising in social innovation HOMERS.

Contact: matteo.robiglio@polito.it
Websites: www.tra.to.it; www.homers.co
Isabelle Toussaint (BE - IT) is an architect since 1989 (ISA St Luc Liège). In 1993, she earned the title of Masters in Architecture, specialisation Conservation of Historic Towns and Buildings with the R. Lemaire Center for the Conservation of Historic Towns and Buildings (KU Leuven). From 1997 to 2011 she was a partner of Avventura Urbana, the first Italian company comprised of professionals specialised in the field of participation and design linked to public policy decisions. In 2011 she founded, with Matteo Robiglio, TRA_Architettura Condivisa. She is the author of several projects to reallocate sites and industrial buildings in Italy. She is currently working on the restoration and reallocation into a Stone Crafts Centre of the buildings and the site of the Grande Carrière Wincqz in Soignies (Belgium). In 2014, along with Matteo Robiglio and Marco Tabbia, she founded the start-up specialising in social innovation HOMER.

Contact: info@tra.to.it
Websites: www.tra.to.it; www.homers.co
Roberto Zancan (IT) is an architect and journalist (Domus, AA) and holder of a UNESCO Chair for Cultural Heritage and Urban Regeneration at the University IUAV of Venice. He was the curator of the Inside the Academy programme of the BE OPEN Foundation and professor at the University of Montreal (UQAM). He is also founder of the office ZD6 multimedia and author of Corrispondenze: Teorie e storie dal landscape.
Contact: roberto.zancan@gmail.com​
Website:  www.landscapenews.org
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