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2 WINNERS FOR THE 2026
EUROPEAN UNION PRIZE FOR CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE
MIES VAN DER ROHE AWARDS (EUmies Awards)

Charleroi Palais

des Expositions
AgWwA, architecten jan
de vylder inge vinck
Charleroi, Hainaut (BE)

7

Temporary Spaces for
Slovenian National
Theatre Drama

Vidic Grohar Arhitekti

Ljubljana, Western Slovenia (SI)

PRESS KIT:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/87i800b504k3b5r87mb8f/AFfY CtYi3xE-
KkxcPtqYgfc?rlkey=19001wavrvt479xi2inm1mwuy&st=k570vnx8&dI=0

e The Winners of the European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture / Mies van der Rohe
Awards are:
Charleroi Palais des Expositions
AgwA (Brussels), architecten jan de vylder inge vinck (Ghent)
2026 ARCHITECTURE WINNER

Temporary Spaces for Slovenian National Theatre Drama
Vidic Grohar Arhitekti (Ljubljana)
2026 EMERGING ARCHITECTURE WINNER
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https://eumiesawards.com/heritageobject/temporary-spaces-for-slovenian-national-theatre-drama/
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Fundacié Mies van der Rohe and the European Commission are proud to announce the Winners
of the 2026 edition of the EU Prize for Contemporary Architecture / Mies van der Rohe Awards,
supported under the Creative Europe programme.

The 2026 Prize jury highlights an architecture that works with the existing, embracing constraints
as opportunities, and advancing processes of transformation, repair, and appropriation as central
to contemporary practice.

The two awarded projects were chosen from 410 nominated works for the 2026 EUmies Awards.

Glenn Micallef, European Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture and Sport
said: “Today in Oulu, the European Capital of Culture 2026, we celebrate the two winners of the
2026 EU Prize for Contemporary Architecture / Mies van der Rohe Award. | warmly congratulate
both winners on this well-deserved recognition. Their projects demonstrate how architecture can
transform our living environments into sustainable, inclusive, and inspiring places. Through
creativity and collaboration, they address today’s challenges, turning constrains into
opportunities, while shaping a shared European future. Embodying the values of the New
European Bauhaus and the Culture Compass for Europe, their works connect the European
Green Deal with everyday life. Initiatives such as the EUmies Awards and the European Capital
of Culture ensure that architecture and culture continue to drive innovation, cohesion, and
creativity across Europe. May these visionary contributions continue to inspire people and their
communities, artists, creatives, and policymakers across Europe and shape the future of
Europe’s built environment.”

The jury visited the seven finalist works across Europe and engaged in extensive deliberations to
select the winners from a particularly strong set of projects;

On 11 and 12 May 2026, the Awards Ceremony will take place at the Mies van der Rohe Pavilion
in Barcelona, in the context of the EUmies Awards Days, a two-day-long-event in the context of
Barcelona World Capital of Architecture, that will include lectures by the authors of the winning
and finalist works, discussions with the architects, clients, policymakers and jury members; the
exhibition with all the works participating in the EUmies Awards 2026; and events of the
Barcelona World Capital of Architecture.

Oulu, 16 April 2026

Today in Oulu, European Capital of Culture 2026, the winners of the EUmies Awards 2026 were
announced at the Silo, a landmark of industrial architecture designed in 1931 by Alvar Aalto,
during an event hosted by representatives of the European Commission and the Fundacié Mies
van der Rohe.
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The winners were selected by an independent international jury following a rigorous evaluation
process, including a jury trip to visit all finalist works across Europe, allowing for an in-depth
understanding of their context, quality, and impact.

The 2026 Architecture Winner is the Renovation of the 1950s convention centre Charleroi
Palais des Expositions in Wallonia, Belgium, by architects AgwA (Brussels) and architecten
jan de vylder inge vinck (Ghent) - AjdvivagwA, commissioned by the City of Charleroi.

It is awarded for its intelligent and precise transformation of an immense existing exhibition
building, demonstrating how architecture can work with what is already there to unlock new
spatial, social, and material possibilities. Rather than replacing, it reactivates the place
embracing constraints, engaging with the building’s inherent qualities, and developing a bold yet
resourceful approach that turns scarcity into opportunity and repair into a powerful design
strategy.

The 2026 Emerging Architecture Winner is the Temporary Spaces for Slovenian National
Theatre Drama by architects Vidic Grohar Arhitekti (Ljubljana). The client is L56 d.o.o.

It is awarded for its ability to transform a temporary condition into a powerful and lasting
architectural statement, activating an abandoned industrial complex into a vibrant cultural
infrastructure. Through a series of precise, low-budget interventions, the project redefines the
relationship between permanence and reuse, creating a sequence of flexible and inclusive
spaces that expand the city’s cultural life while embracing material resourcefulness and
adaptability.

Following the jury visits to the shortlisted works, the jury engaged in extensive deliberation to identify
the winners within a particularly strong and coherent group. Through intense exchanges and
diverse positions, the jury recognised a shared direction among the finalists: an architecture that
works with existing conditions, embraces constraints, and redefines the possibilities of
transformation, reuse, and repair in the contemporary European context.

Among the finalists, several projects stand out for their capacity to engage with existing
structures as living artefacts, opening new possibilities between permanence and change. They
reveal parallel approaches to intervening in large-scale built environments, where working with
what is already there becomes a driver for innovation and demonstrate how architectural
intelligence can transform inherited structures into adaptable and meaningful infrastructures,
capable of supporting new uses and collective experiences.
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Taken together, the finalist and winning works form a coherent body of projects that reflects the
key directions shaping contemporary architecture today: an architecture that accepts
uncertainty, works with existing realities, and transforms constraints into opportunities.
Together, they offer a critical and optimistic perspective on how architecture can address
environmental, social, and economic challenges, not through excess, but through precision,
resourcefulness, and a renewed understanding of the value of what already exists.

The winners were announced on 16th April at the Aalto Siilo in Oulu, in the context of the
European Capital of Culture 2026. The announcement was made by Commissioner Glenn
Micallef. The event featured welcoming remarks by Ari Alatossava, Mayor of Oulu and,
following the proclamation, a dialogue ensued among Kari Nykanen (Director of Urban
Planning of the City of Oulu), Kalle Nuortimo (Chief Operating Manager of TKI - Oulu
University of Applied Sciences), Asko Takala (President of SAFA, Finnish Association of
Architects), Piia Rantala-Korhonen (Oulu 2026 CEO), Charlotte Skene Catling (Lead
Architect of Aaltosiilo), Jutta Kastner (Creative Europe), and Ivan Blasi, Fundacioé Mies van
der Rohe, Barcelona, Director EUmies Awards, providing an international platform for
discussing key concerns related to the advancement of our built environment, considering both
cultural and technical-economic aspects.

The EUmies Awards Days including the Awards Ceremony, will take place on 11 and 12 May
2026, at the Mies van der Rohe Pavilion and Palau Victoria Eugénia in Barcelona, in the
context of the Barcelona World Capital of Architecture.

The EUmies Awards Days on 11 and 12 May, curated by the Post Like collective and open to
the public, will include:

e the “EUmies Awards Talks” with Winners, Finalists, Shortlisted, clients, architecture
media and people interested in discussing on the emerging topics highlighted by the
jury;

e the “EUmies Awards 2026 exhibition” (11 May-6 July) with models, texts, videos,
sketches and drawings of the 40 shortlisted works and a summary of all the nominees in
the Palau Victoria Eugénia, Barcelona;
the Awards Ceremony at the Mies van der Rohe Pavilion and celebration;
the Out & About programme, aimed at discovering architecture with the authors and
promoters of the 40 shortlisted works who have been invited to organise events in their
buildings and share their experiences with everybody. This programme is organised
together with Guiding Architects.
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The ‘EUmies Awards 2026’ exhibition will embark on its tour around Europe once it ends in

Barcelona.

The EUmies Awards are organised by the Fundacié Mies van der Rohe with the support of the

Creative Europe programme of the European Union.
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More information: www.eumiesawards.com

Press Contact:

Fundacio Mies van der Rohe — Laboh Press Agency
Miriam Giordano / Lesly Nogueron
press@miesbcn.com

+34 933 192 664 / +34 637 08 43 96

Social Media:

@eumiesawards (Facebook, X, Instagram, LinkedIn, YouTube)
@fundaciomies (Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn)
@CreativeEuropeEU (Facebook)

@europe_creative (X)

#EUmiesAwards2026 #Architecture #Emerging #Jury
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